Dr. David Shephard, an eloquent and distinguished physician and talented medical writer, died on July 17, 2011 in Thunder Bay Ontario at the age of 81. Without a doubt, Dr. Shephard will be fondly remembered by those with an interest in the history of our profession. He possessed unsurpassed knowledge and dedication to the history of anesthesia, particularly past accomplishments in Canadian Anesthesia.
David Arthur Easton Shephard was born on April 4, 1930 in Southsea England. He completed his secondary school education at Marlborough College, Wiltshire, England and studied medicine at the historic St. Thomas Nielson Award, which recognized his contribution to the study of the history of medicine. While serving as Archivist for the CAS, Dr. Shephard wrote numerous articles for the Journal regarding the influence of individuals on the advancement of anesthesia practice. In so doing, he ensured that many lives and lifelong contributions to our specialty were documented, highlighted, and preserved. Dr. Shephard's monographs for the CAS, An Exhibit of Inhalers and Vaporizers (1847 -1968) and Preserving the History of Canadian Anesthesiology -A Panorama of People, Ideas, Techniques and Events, were both written to accompany displays at annual meetings and are currently accessible on the CAS website. He wrote and contributed to a large number of other manuscripts related to the history of medicine. His published books include: John Snow, Anaesthetist to a Queen and Epidemiologist to a Nation: A Biography (1995), Island doctor: John Mackieson and Medicine in Nineteenth-Century Prince Edward Island (2003) , and most recently, From Craft to Specialty: A Medical and Social History of Anesthesia and Its Changing Role in Health Care in which he comprehensively traced, documented, and referenced the evolution of anesthesia practice from a craft to a specialty and its role in health care in the context of a changing society.
Dr. Shephard was a generous mentor who was always willing to share his extensive knowledge and to encourage those who were interested in the history of medicine, particularly over a meal or glass of wine. He enjoyed reading biographies and history, listening to opera and classical music, and playing bridge.
Through his life's work, Dr. Shephard ensured that individual's important contributions toward the advancement of our profession would be appreciated and remembered by future generations of anesthesiologists. In 2005, when Dr. Shephard stepped down from his position as Archivist for the Society, he was formally recognized for his outstanding contribution to the preservation of CAS history for future generations to enjoy and appreciate.
It is fitting that his contributions will live on in his multitude of written works and in the archival collection and artifacts which he carefully preserved for the Canadian Anesthesiologists' Society.
À la mémoire du Dr David Shephard, MB FRCPC (1930 -2011 Le Dr David Shephard, médecin éloquent et distingué, auteur médical de talent, est décédé le 17 juillet 2011 à Thunder Bay (Ontario), à l'âge de 81 ans. Le souvenir du Dr Shephard restera sans doute gravé dans la mémoire de ceux qui s'intéressent à l'histoire de notre discipline. Il avait en effet une connaissance inégalée de l'histoire de l'anesthésie, un sujet qui le passionnait, en particulier les moments forts de l'anesthésie au Canada.
David ' Society, 1943 ' Society, -1993 (surveiller étroitement ceux qui dorment: l'histoire de la SCA) dans le cadre de la célébration du 50 e anniversaire de la société en 1993. Le Dr Shephard a reçu deux prix du Wood Library Museum de la Société américaine des anesthésiologistes ainsi que le prix John B. Nielson de l'Association médicale canadienne en reconnaissance de sa contribution à l'étude de l'histoire de la médecine. Dans son rôle d'archiviste de la CAS, le Dr Shepard a écrit de nombreux articles pour le Journal à propos de l'influence de certaines personnes sur les progrès de la pratique de l'anesthésie. Ce faisant, il s'est assuré que les biographies et les contributions de toute une vie de nombreux collègues envers notre spécialité soient documentées, mises en valeur et reconnues. Les monographies du Dr Shepard pour la CAS (Une exposition des inhalateurs et vaporisateurs Il est normal que ses contributions continuent à vivre au travers de la multitude de ses écrits et dans la collection d'archives et d'objets qu'il a soigneusement préservés pour la Société canadienne des anesthésiologistes.
